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1. Why Is Agriculture Important?
Agriculture imparts countless benefits

Abstract: -

In India, farming is more than just a job. It’s a way of
life, a tradition passed down through generations, and
honestly, a whole lot of hard work under the sun. A large
part of India’s population depends on farming and allied
activities for their livelihood. Beyond employment,
agriculture supports industries, trade, and national income,
making it a vital contributor to overall economic stability. It
isn’t just about fields and tractors—it’s about food security,
rural development, economic backbone, and even cultural
identity. From the smallest tribal hamlet to the bustling cities,
agriculture silently powers every aspect of our daily lives.

Agriculture doesn’t

connects communities

across continents.

to the world and our lives, and these benefits
highlight the importance of agriculture as a
science, art, practice, and tradition.The
following are some of the most significant
benefits of agriculture:
1.1 It Feeds the World

Without food

would be impossible, and global hunger would

agriculture, security
skyrocket. As the global population continues
to grow, the role of agriculture becomes even
more critical, requiring innovation and
resilience to ensure that nutritious, affordable

food remains accessible to all.

Although agriculture produces enough food to
feed  the global population. Ensuring that
agricultural outputs reach people in food-
insecure regions requires efficient supply
chains, reduced food waste, and equitable
trade policies. Fortunately, global efforts in
innovation, policy reform, and community-led
initiatives are making meaningful strides
toward a more equitable and nourished world.
1.2 It’s a Source of Raw Materials

food,

agriculture also produces raw materials to feed

In addition to producing

countless supply chains around the world.
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Some raw materials, such as minerals,

coal, and steel, are not agricultural. However,

agriculture  produces several additional
materials, such as lumber, herbs, natural fibers,
corn-derived  chemicals,  pharmaceutical
ingredients, rubber, and latex. These raw
materials produce products like fuel,
adhesives, construction materials, textiles and
fabrics, paints and coatings, paper, cosmetics,
personal care products, and medicine.
1.3 It Supports the Economy

Agriculture’s  production  of raw
materials and subsequent tie to other sectors
directly link it to economic development. It
supports a variety of industries and businesses
while promoting job growth and providing
opportunities for global trade. Agriculture is
good for economies in both developed
and developing countries.
2. The Role of

Growth

Agriculture in India’s

& More than 50% of India’s workforce is
directly or indirectly employed in the
agricultural sector.

& Agriculture also fuels several other
sectors, like food processing, textiles,
Without

agriculture, these industries would be

and even pharmaceuticals.

standing on shaky ground.
@ If you’ve ever eaten rice, worn cotton,
or used turmeric in your skincare

routine, you’ve already experienced the
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importance of agriculture in Indian
economy firsthand.
@ Even in today’s climate-conscious
world, the importance of agriculture in
Indian economy goes hand in hand with
sustainability. Modern farmers are
adopting organic farming, crop rotation,
drip irrigation, and natural fertilizers—
not just to grow better produce, but to
protect the planet while doing it. It’s
slow, steady progress, but its
happening.
3. Types of Agriculture
3.1 Subsistence Farming — Feeding Families,
Preserving Traditions
In thousands of Indian villages, you’ll
still find families growing food just for their
own_plates. This is subsistence farming, and
while it ‘might not make headlines, it plays a
vital role. Why? Because it ensures food
security for rural households. It Kkeeps
traditional seeds alive and reduces dependence
on commercial markets. Truly, it’s one of the
most humble yet powerful uses of agriculture.
3.2 Commercial Agriculture — Cash Crops,
Big Impact
Now, move over to places like Punjab
or Gujarat, and you’ll see large fields of
This is

agriculture—farming done for

cotton, sugarcane, or oilseeds.
commercial
profit. It’s a major player in India’s export

economy, bringing in revenue and creating
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jobs. This type is often tied to industries like

textiles and food processing. Here, the

signification of agriculture in  Indian

economy becomes crystal clear—it fuels

industrial growth, not just hunger.

3.3 Organic Farming — Going Back to Roots
This one’s trending hard—and for good

reason. Organic farming uses natural compost,

With

health-conscious buyers willing to pay more,

bio-fertilizers, and zero chemicals.
organic farmers enjoy better profits and

cleaner soil. Plus, it’s a big win for
biodiversity. So yeah, organic farming is no
longer a niche—it’s becoming a solid part of
India’s agri-future.
3.4 Agroforestry — When Trees and Crops
Work Together

You know what’s brilliant? Growing
trees, crops, and sometimes even livestock
together in one system—agroforestry. This
method is perfect for protecting soil from

erosion, improving air quality, and even
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storing carbon. It’s a brilliant mix of

traditional knowledge and eco-forward
thinking. And with climate change knocking
louder than ever, agroforestry could be the
future of sustainable farming in India.
3.5 Aquaculture — Farming the Waters

Yup, farming isn’t limited to land. In
coastal states like Andhra Pradesh and Kerala,
fish

booming. It not only boosts rural income but

aquaculture—basically, farming—is
also takes the pressure off our oceans. As
seafood demand rises, aquaculture shows us
why agriculture is important even in water-
based economies.
4. Agriculture and Its Environmental
Impact

Agriculture has had a significant
impact_on _the environment, which has
increased. and accelerated along with the
industry’s growth and  technological
development. The increased use of farming
herbicides, and

equipment,  pesticides,

Major Agricultural Types in India

Type of Agriculture
Subsistence Farming

Purpose
Self-consumption

Commercial Market profit
Farming
Organic Farming Health &

Sustainability

Agroforestry Climate resilience
Aquaculture Aquatic food
production

E-ISSN: 2583-5173

Economic Role
Food security, local
employment

Export, industrial input

Premium market income

Timber + crop revenue
Rural employment,
exports

Sustainability
High (low chemical
input)

Moderate (depends on
practices)

Very High+90

Very High
Moderate High
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fertilizers has increased crop yields, but it has

also had adeleterious effecton the
environment. These farming practices have
contributed to water and soil pollution while
also harming wildlife.
Other harmful effects of industrialized
agriculture include:
@ Deforestation or Different Land
Use — The expansion of farmland
repurposes the existing land, reducing
native habitats.

& Reduced Biodiversity — The loss of
natural habitat reduces resources for
native wildlife and increases their

competition, putting stress on local

populations. Additionally, the use of
pesticides and  herbicides  also
negatively impacts native wildlife.

& Soil Degradation — Intensive farming
can lead to soil erosion, nutrient
depletion, and chemical contamination.

& Water Pollution — Agricultural runoff
contains harmful chemicals that can be
carried into nearby waterways and
water supplies. This can harm aquatic
life and contaminate drinking water.
Additionally,

certain areas can result in the overuse

irrigation  systems in

of water, leading to scarcity that
stresses the local ecosystem.

5. Agriculture’s Global Relevance
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Let’s take a moment to zoom out and
look at the bigger picture—beyond India’s
borders.

For starters, agriculture employs over 1
billion people globally, making it one of the
largest sources of livelihood on Earth. From
African millet farms to European vineyards
and Latin American coffee estates, agriculture
is everywhere, quietly powering economies,
trade, and survival.

& Global Food Security: With the world
population expected to reach 10 billion
by 2050, how we grow food is more
important than ever. Countries rely on
each other for food, so what’s farmed in
one area often finds its way to tables far
away.

< Climate & Sustainability: Farming has
a complicated relationship with climate

hard by

temperatures and a lack of water. But on

change. It’s hit rising
the flip side, practices like regenerative
farming can really help cut emissions
and improve the environment.

& Trade &
Agriculture is a big part of global trade.

Economic Impact:
Major players like the US, China,
Brazil, and India doesn’t just grow food
for them; they export a lot of grains,
spices, and dairy, which helps their

economies a lot.
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In the end, farming is about more than

just feeding people—it’s also about boosting
economies and taking care of our planet.
Conclusion

So, when we talk about the importance
of agriculture, we’re not just referring to
numbers in a report or yields in tonnes. We’re
talking about millions of lives—the heartbeat
of rural India, the flavour on our plates, and
the silent hands behind every grain we
consume.

Toexplain  the  importance  of
agriculture in India, we must look beyond
GDP contributions.

From employment and food security to
sustainable  development, the role of
agriculture in Indian economy is deep, diverse,
and indispensable. And in today’s world,
where cities rise fast and nature feels far away,
supporting agriculture is more than an
economic necessity. It’s an emotional one.

If we want a future that’s fulfilling all
our needs for living we must go back to where

it all begin on this Planet.
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