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Introduction: 

Floriculture, recognized as a dynamic 

“sunrise sector” extends far beyond the 

cultivation and trade of fresh cut flowers. 

Value addition – the process of transforming 

raw floral materials into products with 

enhanced economic value, utility and shelf-life 

– is emerging as a critical strategy for 

maximizing income potential within this 

industry. This approach not only doubles or 

multiples growers' income streams but also 

significantly contributes to broader socio-

economic goals, particularly women's 

empowerment and strengthens a nation's 

export portfolio through diversified, high-

value goods (India's dry flower export rate 

stands at approximately 70%, highlighting this 

potential). Furthermore, value addition 

embraces cutting-edge innovation, leveraging 

floral genetics for molecular breeding to 

develop novel traits in flower form, color and 

fragrance, alongside advancements in 

processing technologies and modern gardening 

techniques. The development and promotion of 

diverse Value-Added Products (VAPs) in  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

floriculture represent a prudent business 

model, simultaneously benefiting producers 

through expanded market access and increased 

revenue and consumers through a wider array 

of products catering to specific needs, 

preferences and lifestyles. 

Categorization of Value-Added Floral 

Products 

Value-added products derived from 

flowers can be broadly classified based on 

their processing level and end-use: 

1. Fresh Flower Products: Utilized directly 

or with minimal processing shortly after 

harvest. 

2. Dried Flower Products: Flowers 

preserved through dehydration 

techniques for extended use. 

3. Processed Dried Flower Products: Dried 

flowers undergoing further extraction, 

formulation, or manufacturing into 

distinct consumables or applications. 

1. Fresh Flower Products 

These products capitalize on the 

immediate aesthetic and olfactory appeal of 

flowers: 
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✓ Floral Rangoli (Pookolam): An eco-

friendly art form where intricate 

patterns are created at entrances using 

colorful flower petals (e.g., Rose, 

Marigold, Chrysanthemum, Daisy), 

replacing synthetic colors. 

✓ Garlands: Ubiquitous in cultural 

ceremonies and religious practices, 

garlands are crafted from single or 

mixed fragrant flowers (e.g., Marigold, 

Chrysanthemum, Crossandra, Rose,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuberose, Gomphrena), valued for both 

beauty and scent. 

✓ Veni: A traditional South Indian 

adornment, typically woven into 

women's hair braids during festivals or 

classical dance performances (e.g., 

Crossandra, Tuberose, Marigold). 

✓ Floral Bouquets: Artistically arranged 

groupings of flowers (e.g., Gerbera, 

Rose, Gladiolus, Tuberose, Bird of 

Paradise, Orchids, Heliconia) used for  
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gifting, decoration, or ceremonial 

purposes. Styles vary (e.g., nosegay, 

cascade). 

✓ Floral Crown: Primarily made from 

fragrant tuberoses, often worn by 

brides, gaining wider popularity since 

Queen Victoria's wedding (also 

using Gypsophila, Chrysanthemum 

blooms). 

2. Dried Flower Products 

Drying extends utility and shelf-life, 

enabling new applications: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

✓ Candle Making: Dried petals are 

embedded onto the surface of plain 

candles, significantly enhancing their 

visual appeal and marketability as 

decorative or aromatic items. This 

offers viable small-scale business 

opportunities. 

✓ Resins: Dried petals are suspended 

within clear resin solutions poured into 

molds. The resulting decorative 

artifacts (taking 3-5 days to cure) 

preserve floral memories and represent  
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a growing craft/hobby business 

segment. 

✓ Gulal (Floral Colors): Eco-friendly 

pigments prepared from dried flower 

petals (e.g., Rose, Hibiscus). Demand 

is rising among consumers committed 

to sustainability and non-toxic 

alternatives for festivals like Holi. 

3. Processed Dried Flower Products 

This category involves significant 

transformation, yielding diverse functional 

goods: 

✓ Extracts & Concentrates: Essential 

oils, absolutes and concretes (e.g., from 

Jasmine, Rose, Lavender, Lily, 

Tuberose) used extensively in 

perfumery, aromatherapy and 

cosmetics. 

✓ Food & Beverages: Petal jams (Rose, 

Rhododendron), jellies, Ready-to-

Serve (RTS) beverages, wine, floral  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

teas (Rose, Lavender, Butterfly Pea) 

and Rose Hip Juice. 

✓ Cosmetics & Toiletries: Rose water, 

rose cream, calendula cream and other 

petal-infused skincare products. 

✓ Specialty Items: Floral dyes for 

textiles, petal-embedded handmade 

paper, insect repellents and niche 

applications like poultry feed 

supplements. 

Socio-Economic and Environmental 

Significance 

The expansion of floricultural VAPs 

offers multifaceted benefits: 

✓ Economic Growth: Diversification 

into VAPs opens new market segments 

(craft, food, cosmetics, wellness), 

significantly boosting income potential 

for growers and processors beyond 

volatile fresh flower markets. India's 

substantial dry flower export market  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 1: Common Value-Added Floral Products and Associated Flower Types 

S.No Type of Product Primary Flower Types Used 

1 Floral Rangoli Rose, Marigold (Tagetes spp.), Chrysanthemum, Daisy 

2 Garlands Marigold, Chrysanthemum, Crossandra, Rose, 

Tuberose, Gomphrena 

3 Veni Crossandra, Tuberose, Marigold 

4 Floral Bouquets Gerbera, Rose, Gladiolus, Tuberose, Bird of Paradise, 

Orchids, Heliconia 

5 Floral Crown Tuberose, Gypsophila (Baby's Breath), Chrysanthemum 

6 Candle Making All suitable dried flowers 

7 Resins All suitable dried flowers 

8 Gulal Rose, Hibiscus 

9 Floral Teas Rose, Lavender, Butterfly Pea (Clitoria ternatea) 

10 Floral Perfumes/Oils Jasmine, Rose, Lavender, Lily, Tuberose 
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exemplifies this potential. 

✓ Women's Empowerment: Many VAP 

enterprises (e.g., garland making, veni, 

candle making, resin art, gulal 

production) are skill-based rather than 

literacy-dependent, providing 

accessible income generation 

opportunities for women, fostering 

financial independence and 

empowerment. 

✓ Export Enhancement: Unique, high-

quality VAPs like essential oils, floral 

teas, gourmet products (gulkand, jam) 

and premium dried arrangements can 

significantly increase export value and 

reduce reliance on bulk fresh flower 

exports. 

✓ Environmental Sustainability: VAPs 

promote fuller utilization of the harvest 

(reducing waste), encourage the use of 

eco-friendly products (like gulal 

replacing synthetic colors, 

biodegradable floral decorations) and 

support sustainable agricultural 

practices. Products like insect 

repellents derived from flowers offer 

natural alternatives. 

✓ Consumer Choice: VAPs cater to 

diverse consumer demands for natural, 

aesthetic and functional products in 

food, wellness, home décor and 

personal care. 

The strategic development of value-

added products in floriculture transcends mere 

income augmentation; it represents a holistic 

approach to sectoral resilience, social inclusion 

and sustainable development. The growing 

recognition of this potential is evident as more 

stakeholders, including smallholders and 

women entrepreneurs, engage in producing 

diverse VAPs, often requiring skill acquisition 

rather than formal education. Innovations 

spanning traditional knowledge (gulkand, 

veni) to modern biotechnology (novel flower 

traits) and processing techniques (extraction, 

stabilization) are continuously expanding the 

product horizon. The floriculture industry's 

future growth trajectory is intrinsically linked 

to its ability to innovate and capture value 

across this diverse spectrum. By prioritizing 

the development and market integration of 

VAPs, stakeholders can unlock significant 

economic returns, empower communities 

(especially women), enhance environmental 

stewardship and meet the evolving demands of 

discerning global consumers, solidifying 

floriculture's position as a vital and vibrant 

sunrise sector. 
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